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THE BRETHREN EVANGELIST. 


What did oar Lord Jesus Christ do by faU entrance 
within the veil? What comes of it? It means, 
'first, that he made atonement within the veil. He 
cleansed the heavenly places. Albeit that the 
guilty are taken up to dwell with God, and our 
poor prayers are accepted of God, neither we or our 
prayers carry any defilement into the holy place 
because the atoning blood is there beforehand. 
After heaven hath sucked up into itself so much of 
the sinner hood of earth, it remains as pure as it 
was when only God and his holy angels dwelt 
therein. While men that was once steeped in sin 
are permitted to come and sit at the right band of 
of ( T<>(i, God remains as rigorously righteous as if 
no guilty one had been forgiven : the great sacrifice? 
has secured this. 

Then, next, he enters there to appear for us. 
He hath gone there to put in an appearance on 
our behalf. As in a court of law, when a man ap- 
pears by his attorney or legal represent** ti ve he is 
in the court, even though he may be miles away ; 
so are we, today, in possession of our eternal In- 
heritance through him who has put in an appear- 
ance for us. God sees hia saints in heaven in the 
person of their glorious representative. In him 
we are raised up together, and made to sit together 
jn the heavenly places. Is not this a subject for 
quiet enjoyment?" The Forerunner has for us en- 
tered upon the purchased possession. 

He is there, next, to perfect us. Look at the 
tenth chapter and fourteenth verse : 'For by one 
offering he hath perfected forever them that are 
sanctified.' His one sacrifice hath made tbe comers 
there unto perfect; and to show their perfectness, 
they enter into the holy place. His work is done, 
else ho would not be within the veil ; his being 
there is proof that every thing is complete, and 
that his people are complete in him. The set-apart 
ones are accepted, for He in whom they stand 
is accepted. 

He has entered in once, also, that he may abide 
there. Look at the twelfth and thirteenth verses 
of the tenth chap.:'But this man, after he hadoffered 
one sacrifice for sins forever, sat down on the right 
hand of God ; from henceforth expecting till his 
enemies be made his footstool/ Jesus is with God 
in glory, and always must be there till the purpos- 
es of grace are accomplished. He holds a perma- 
nent session at the righthandof the Father in ever- 
lasting triumph. Till our representative is expelled 
from heaven, we cannot lose it. As that can never 
be, look up, O believer, and see where you are, 
and where you always must be ; accepted in tbe 
Beloved, made nigh by the blood of Christ 1 

iv. But now, hastily, let us review 

THE GL0BIE8 OF THIS ENTRANCE. 

We have seen the sacrifice of our Lord's entrance, 
the manper of his entrance, and the object of his 
entrance ; and now let us muse upon the glory of 
his entrance, which is this : 'having obtained eter- 
nal redemption.' Tbe words, 'tor us,' are supplied 
by the translator, and therefore we leave them out. 
Our Lord entered the most holy place, 'having 
obtained eternal redemption.' When Aaron went 
in with the blood of bulls and goats, he had not ob- 
tained 'eternal redemption ;' he had only obtained 
a symbolic and temporary purification for the 
people and that was all. 


Thoughts on the International 8. 8. Lesson May 19. 
Mark lv : 12-20. 


THE LORD'S SUFFER. 

What it was : — By reading Matt., Mark and 
Luke alone, one would conclude without a shadow 
of doubt that this was the passover which was pre- 
pared and eaten by Jesus and tbe twelve. John 
seemingly throws doubt on it. Whether it was 
the paBsover or not has been argued and disagreed 
about by the highest authorities. That it was, is 
maintained by Robinson, Smith, Lyman Abbott 
and apparently Lightfoot. That it was not by 
such men as Milmau, Alford, Farrar and others. 
Where such eminent scholars are at variance about a 
point which only scholarship might settle, there 
seems to be little need of further discussion: To 
harmonize all the events of "That dark and dread- 
ful night.' Alford says, is impossible. It will 
not be attempted here, but some of the most 
prominent subjects will be noticed. 


The preparation. — Jeans by that keen fore-knowl- 
edge, displayed bo recently at Beth page and 
Bethany about the colt, sends his disciples (Peter 
and John) to prepare the feast. He gives the 
sign which shall guide them. They go and find 
all things as Jesus said. They had been with him so 
much and had seen so touch of his wonderful 
knowledge, that they did not feel any surprise 
when he told them they should see a man carrying 
a pitcher ot water. It was unusual as the women 
were the water carriers. But they knew Jesus 
had said it and they obeyed. Can yon draw a les- 
son ? Does Jesus say anything to you? Has he 
any work for you to do? Is there any great 
chamber for you to prepare that be may 'come in 
andBup with you?' If he has told you to do any- 
thing have you been 'So long with him and not 
known' him? Give it just one moment's thought. 
If you knew Jesus was telling you to do some- 
thing, would yon hang back and doubt? Would 
you say 'I cannot Bee my way ?' My friend, Jesus 
had absolute fore-knowledge. He knew just how 
to direct Peter and John and he can direct you. 
Just you do the work he has for you. Go where 
he says and do what he says and you will come 
out all right. Peter and John trusted implicitly 
in what Jesus told them and they came out all 
right. Will you not? Has Jesus never told you 
anything to do? Then yon have never asfad for 
work. La\ yourself on his ultar saying, 'Here I 
am, Lord, use me,' and you will find work enough, 
only do what is nearest to you and wait on the 
Lord. He wants the place prepared for the 
'Marriage Supper of the Lamb' and you are the 
one to prepare it. Ere you sleep go on jour 
kneeB and ask him where you shall prepare. 

The prophecy of Betrayal. — The treachery of 
Judas was all the more repulsive to the eloven be- 
cause ot their Eastern notions. To eat with a man 
was the binding link of friendship. When two 
ate together it waB considered the strongest proof 
of friendship. JeeuB* announcement of his be- 
trayal by one who sat at meat with him therefore 
came with astounding force upon them. The 
eleven with looks of amazement said 'Surely, not I, 
Lord?' (Abbott's rendering.) Judas, in his 
guilty heart, knew who it was and had yet the 
effrontery to ask the same question, Jesus quietly 
telling him his treachery is known, and bids him 
do his work quickly. Have we been better than 
Judas? Have we betrayed our Lord? Let each 
one of us look into our lives. Let ns go over the 
footprints of our Christian lives. Let us see how 
crook 14I the way has been. Let us Bee how often 
we have done wrong and knew we were doing 
wrong. Go sec how many men and women have 
been made worse by our base lives. How many 
have covered their iniBdeeds by our short comings ? 
Let us look over our lives and then say, if we can 
'Surely, Lord, we have never betrayed thee.' Can 
we do it? We are all so apt to say Judas was 
such a horrible creature, but do we do better? 
Who defeated Prohibition so lately in Mass ? 
Where do you stand ? Have you done your part 
by all around you ? Do you know of boys and 
girls hungry while you have plenty to spare? Do 
you know of women who are going down hill be- 
cause no friendly hand points them to Him who 
said let only the guiltless throw stones? If you 
are not on the Bide of Jesus in these things you are 
betraying him. 

"^fhen let as look into our hearts. Are we pure? 
Do we strive for,holiness? What are our motives? 
Dare we meet the eye ot God as ho looks into our 
hearts? It is a terrible thing to think that we 
can hide nothing from God. To the world our 
actions may be all right and before God our mo- 
tives may be all wrong. Remember Jesus alone 
knew of the treachery of Judas. He alone knows 
of our treachery. May we all be able to say, 
'Surely, Lord, not I T 

Institution of the Emblems. — Here as in so many 
'other places the difference between the Jewish re- 
ligion and that of our Lord is very marked. The 
former was a formal and ceremonial religion. The 
later is a spiritual and emblematic one. As bap- 
tism is an outward sign of an outward cleansing, 
so bread and wins are but the empty symbols ot 
our Lord's body and blood. Whether they shall 


mean more than a crust of bread and a sip of wine- 
must remain with the receiver. Let us weigh this- 
well. It is not enough to sit at tbe table and call 
it the Lord's. Is not every table w this land of 
plenty his ? We must realize that we are com- 
memorating the crowning event of Jesus' mission. 
This bread must mean to us the body of Jesus or 
it means nothing. The Catholic doeti ine of tht 
literal body is not meant but the spiritual body — 
that body which will take entire possession of us- 
and transform us to his likeness — Spiritual. Do 
we do this ? Have yon ever been present on love 
feast occasions and alter eating heard that peculiar 
sound made by a person sucking food from be- 
tween the teeth ? Have you seen some one pro- 
duce, after eating a tooth-pick provided for the oc- 
casion — but the remembrance is too unpleasant. 
Have we discerned the Lord's body in this ? 'If 
any man hunger let him cat at home.' Jesus has 
given us a new covenant (Testament) which 
he has made binding upon himself and us by his 
blood. We should renew our part ot it everytime- 
wc take of his emblematic blood. As the slain 
Lamb of the passover was to remind the Jews ot 
their being suved from Egypt. So our Lamb of 
which the bread is the emblem has saved us lrom 
the destruction of ein. When we take thy bread 
and wine with what feeling is it? Are we per- 
forming a church ordinance, are we juBt meeting 
because the time is set semiannually, quarterly, 
monthly. or weekly as the time may be? Do we 
do it as a matter of course or is it with a profound 
feeling of love and joy ? Are we showing 'Forth 
his death till he comes?' Aro we taking new lite- 
or are we simply thinking of the things which per- 
tain to the body? Let us 'examine' ourselves in- 
deed and Boe the Spirit in which we do these things. 
It is but another way of watching for our Lord. 
Not standing 'Gazing up into heaven' but by real, 
active, live, spiritual, heart- work, we are ahle to 
say, 'Yes, Lord, we are showing forth your death 
till you come.' Then if we do this we shall drink 
anew with Jesus in his Father's kingdom. While 
looking forward we shall have our spiritual strength 
increased for our life-work. 

Can we not each one see more beauties in this 
Supper each time we partake? Will not Jesus 
come to be near and more real everytimc? Let 
ub see. Let us each time we surround the Lord's 
table consecrate ourselves more and more luily to 
him. He has given his heart's blood for us and we 
renew our covenant with him each time. Let us 
in truth be a renewal. Let us each vow 'God 
keeping me, I will be more and more the exclusive 
property of Jesus.' And then let ns each by God's 
help keep our vow. May God help us all to 'dis- 
cern his body.' 

R. 


The tartest Flower in the World. 

In the farthest south- eastern island ot the Phi- 
lipine group, Mindinao, upon one of its mountains, 
Parag, in tbe neighborhood of the highest peak in 
the island, the volcano Apo, a party of explorers 
found recently, at the hight of 2, 500 feet above 
tbe sea level, a colossal flower. 

The discoverer, Dr. Alexander tic haden berg, 
could scarcely believe his eyes when he saw, amid 
the low-growing bushes, the immense buds of this 
flower, like gigantic brown cabbage- heads. But 
he was still more astonished when he found a 
specimen in full bloom, a five-petaled flower, nearly 
a yard in diameter — as large as a carriage wheel, 
in fact. This enormous blossom was borne on a 
sort of vine creeping on the ground. It was known 
by the natives who accompanied Dr. Shadenburg 
who called it bo-o. 

The party had no scale by which the weight of 
the flower could be ascertained, but they improvis- 
ed a swinging scale, using their boxes and speci- 
mens as weights. Weighing these when opportun- 
served. it was found that a single flower weighed 
over twenty-two pounds. 

It was imposible to transport the fresh flower, so 
the travelers photagraphed it and dried a number* 
of its leaves by the beat of a fire. Dr. Shadenburg 
then Bent the photographs and dried specimens 
to the Royal Botanical Garden at Brealau, where 
the learned directors immediately recognized it as 
a species of rafflesia, a plant formerly discovered 
in Sumatra, and named after the English governor. 
Sir Stamford Raffles. The new flower was ac- 
cordingly named Rafflesia Shadenbergir. — United 
Presbyterian. 






■MB 




